
Dear Mr. Kirk and Mr. Durbin 
 
I write asking for your action to save the current form of key tax credits that help working Americans.  
 
The Earned Income Tax Credit and Child Tax Credit are the nation’s strongest tools to promote work and 
help working families keep more of what they earn. Americans use the credits to pay for things like 
childcare, groceries, or car payments so they can get to work, or to save for a rainy day.  
 
Last tax season (2015), the United Way of Adams County helped make an economic impact of 
$1,923,974 by doing free income tax preparation for the low income/middle class working individuals. 
$641,366 of that amount being Earned Income Credit. We served 1171 clients with an average refund 
being $1,777 in this area alone. This tax credit has a direct impact on the quality of life of individuals 
living in your state. 
 
Some other statistics you may find interesting: 
Total Savings in Tax Preparation Fees: $200,399 
Total Dollars Save/Returned to Community: $2,124,373 = $200,399 + $1,923,974 
 
Since we have started our Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Program in 2007, we have helped save 
local residents a total of $8,105,999. We have then helped low income/middle class working 
individuals receive $2,674,858 in Earned Income Credit. What kind of impact do you think that has on 
this region alone? What kind of impact do you believe this has on the 102 counties within the state 
you represent?  
 
Congress has a chance this year to save key provisions of the EITC & CTC. Without action, important 
components of the credits will expire in 2017, effectively taking money out of the pockets of working 
families. Across the country, more than 50 million Americans will be impacted, 25 million of them 
children.  
 
As Congress debates various tax policies this fall, Congress should seize the chance this year to keep the 
working family tax credits whole.  
 
Please take a stand for working families at home, and solidify the current version of the EITC & CTC, 
making key provisions permanent. 
 
I’m happy to discuss this further if you would be interested. I appreciate all you do for the fine state of 
Illinois! 
 
Thanks, 
Tim Miller 


